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BOROUGH OF WOODLAND PARK 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

HELD ON MARCH 2, 2011 
 

A Regular Meeting of the Municipal Council of the Borough of Woodland Park was held 
in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building, 5 Brophy Lane, on March 2,                               
2011 and was called to order by Mayor Pat Lepore at 7:05 p.m. 
 

Present:   Council President Spinelli, Councilman Holloway, Councilwoman 
Gatti, Councilman DiDomenico, Councilwoman Pascrell, 
Councilman Vargas and Mayor Lepore  

 
Absent: None 

 
Albert Buglione, Municipal Attorney, was present. 
 
The Mayor stated in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Law P.L. 1975 c.231, 
notice requirements for this meeting were set forth in the resolution adopted by the 
Municipal Council at the Reorganization Meeting of January 5, 2011 detailing the time 
and place, with notice given to the public by posting a copy thereof on the bulletin board 
in the Municipal Building and transmitting copies to the Mayor, members of the Council, 
Officers and to The Herald News. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 

ART PROCLAMATION PRESENTED TO KAREN SUDOL 
 
WHEREAS, art education contributes powerful educational benefits to all elementary, 
middle, and secondary students including the following: 
 

*art education develops students’ creative problem-solving and critical thinking 
 abilities; 
*art education teaches sensitivity to beauty, order, and other expressive 
qualities; 
*art education gives students a deeper understanding of multi-cultural values 
and  beliefs; 
*art education reinforces and brings to life what students learn in other 
subjects; and 
*art education interrelates student learning in art production, art history, art 
criticism  and aesthetics. 

 
 WHEREAS, our national leaders have acknowledged the necessity of including 
arts experiences in all students’ education, 
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that support should be given to art teachers 
as they attempt to strengthen art education in their schools and communities; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, it is proclaimed that March be observed as YOUTH ART 
MONTH. 
 
 All citizens are urged to take interest in and give full support to quality school art 
programs for children and youth. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

Mayor Lepore opened the meeting to the public and asked if anyone wished to be heard. 
 
Don Bender, 34 West 36th Street, spoke to the Mayor and Council about Woodland Park 
obtaining their own zip code.  Mr. Bender wanted the Mayor to give him a contact name  
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so that he could speak to them himself.  He then asked about the crosswalks at the end of 
the Glover Avenue Bridge.  He believes there should be crosswalks over Totowa Road. 
 
There being no one else wishing to be heard, the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
The Mayor gave Mr. Bender the Congressman’s phone number and asked him to call the 
Congressman with regard to the zip code.  He told Mr. Bender that he should address the 
crosswalk situation to the Borough of Totowa. 
 
MINUTES: 
 
Upon Motion by Council President Spinelli, seconded by Councilwoman Gatti, and 
passed on roll call vote, the Minutes of the Executive Session of May 19, 2010 and the 
Minutes of the Executive Session of February 16, 2011 were approved as submitted. 
 
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

A. Administration/Finance-Councilwoman Pascrell had no report at this time. 
 

B. Buildings & Grounds/Public Works-Councilwoman Gatti urged residents to 
put their trash and recycling out the night before it is being picked up.  She 
believes that the residents are putting it out in the morning after pick up has 
already occurred. 

 
C. Public Safety-Councilman DiDomenico stated that the committee met with 

the First Aid Squad, the Fire Department and the Police Department regarding 
the upcoming codification of ordinances and the “Wet Down” that the Fire 
Department has scheduled.  The Fire Dept. discussed numerical markings on 
homes on Rifle Camp Road with the Public Safety Committee.  They also 
discussed the use of Knox boxes for two-family and multi-family dwellings, 
with a common entrance, in the Borough.  A discussion was held between 
Councilman DiDomenico and Councilman Holloway on this issue. 

 
D. Health/Senior Services-Councilman Holloway had no report at this time. 

 
E. Recreation/Community Relations-Council President Spinelli had no report at 

this time. 
 

F. Laws/Ordinances-Councilman Vargas reported that they are currently 
working on a few ordinances which will be introduced in the near future. 

 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
 
The Mayor stated that he and Councilman DiDomenico met with our Planner and the 
Passaic County Planning Dept. to discuss our Master Plan as well as Rifle Camp Park and 
Garret Mountain Park with regard to somehow connecting these two parks.  A discussion 
was held between the Mayor and Councilman Holloway.  The Mayor stated that the 
preliminary work should be starting in the spring on the Squirrelwood Road project.  He 
spoke with regard to the reverse 911.  He stated that he has had conversations with 
George Galbraith and Kevin Galland with reference to this issue.  There are problems 
with joining Little Falls and Totowa at this time.  He will be looking at the legal end of 
joining with Little Falls and Totowa and if he is unsuccessful, we will be getting our own 
reverse 911 system.  A lengthy discussion was held between the Mayor and Council on 
this issue. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the Council 
and will be enacted by one resolution.  The items listed herein will be acted upon after 
having been read.  Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda by the request of  
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any member of the Mayor and Council, and if so removed, will be acted upon as a 
separate matter. 
  

A. Resolution R11-58, a resolution authorizing the Tax Collector of the 
Borough of Woodland Park to refund the amount of $2,492.06 to John 
A. Testa, Esq., as attorney for the property owner, Paolo Rodia, 93 
Cedarhurst Avenue, Woodland Park, according to the new assessed 
value of his property as a result of a successful tax appeal and to 
adjust the books and records accordingly. 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodland Park, County of 
Passaic and State of New Jersey have been informed by the Tax Collector of the Borough 
of Woodland Park that Paolo Rodia, 93 Cedarhurst Avenue, Woodland Park, Block 76, 
Lot 31.01, was successful in his tax appeal for the year 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, Paolo Rodia’s assessed taxes have been adjusted by the County; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Woodland Park has requested that a 
tax refund be made to John A. Testa, Esq., as attorney for Paolo Rodia, in the amount of 
$2,492.06; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector of the Borough of 
Woodland Park, be and is hereby authorized to refund the amount of $2,492.06 to John 
A. Testa, Esq., as attorney for Paolo Rodia, according to the new assessed value of his 
property; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector of the Borough of Woodland 
Park, adjust the books and records accordingly. 

 
B. Resolution R11-59, a resolution approving an application for the 

Passaic County Community Development Block Grant for 2011 for 
the resurfacing of Woodrow Avenue between Mt. Pleasant Avenue 
and Garden Street and authorizing the Borough Administrator and 
the Borough’s Engineering Firm, T&M Associates, to file said 
application on behalf of the Borough and also authorizing the 
Borough Administrator to represent the Borough in all matters 
relating to this application including signing and executing all relative 
documents. 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodland Park, County of 
Passaic, State of New Jersey desires to apply for a 2011 Passaic County Community 
Development Block Grant; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have reviewed the application and understand the 

terms and conditions under which the application is made; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there is no requirement to match any grant funds received by the Borough; 

and 
 
 WHEREAS, the projects listed in the application are as follows: Resurfacing of 

Woodrow Avenue between Mt. Pleasant Avenue and Garden Street; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Woodland Park, County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the 
Borough Administrator and the Borough’s Engineering Firm, T&M Associates, to file 
said application on behalf of the Borough; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to 
represent the Borough in all matters relating to this application, which includes signing 
and executing all relative documents. 
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C. Resolution R11-60, authorizing the use of Zaccaria Park by Katina 
Walton, 73 E. 15th Street, Paterson, New Jersey for a class reunion on 
July 23, 2011 between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. with 
approximately sixty (60) to seventy (70) people in attendance. 

 
State of New Jersey, are in receipt of an application from Katina Walton, 73 E. 15th 
Street, Paterson, New Jersey, requesting the use of Zaccaria Park; and  
 
WHEREAS, the application has been reviewed and found to be in compliance with the 
application requirements established in Resolution R06-78 by this Mayor and Council; 
and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Woodland Park, in the County of Passaic, State of New Jersey, hereby authorize use of 
Zaccaria Park to Katina Walton, 73 E. 15th Street, Paterson, New Jersey for a class 
reunion on July 23, 2011 between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. with 
approximately sixty (60) to seventy (70) people in attendance. 
 

D. Resolution R11-61, a resolution appointing Thomas Minnella to the 
Passaic Valley Regional Flood Control Board to complete the 
unexpired term of Carmen Criscione which term ends on June 30, 
2011. 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodland Park approved 
Ordinance 05-10 on December 21, 2005, AN ORDINANCE FORMING AND 
ESTABLISHING THE CEDAR GROVE – LITTLE FALLS – WOODLAND PARK, 
PASSAIC VALLEY FLOOD CONTROL BOARD AND FACILITY; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council approved this ordinance concluding that the public 
health, safety and welfare can best be assured by the establishment of the Board, and its 
review of the potential acquisition, construction, financing, improvement, maintenance 
and operation of flood control facilities in cooperation with other local units, as set forth 
in N.J.S.A. 40A:27-4; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ordinance 05-10 provides that the Cedar Grove – Little Falls – Woodland 
Park Passaic Valley Regional Flood Control Board shall consist of three (3) members 
from each of the three government units, and that each of the members shall be appointed 
by their respective governing body for a three (3) year term, except that upon the creation 
of the Board, the first, second and third appointed member of each of the local member 
units will be appointed for three (3), two (2) and one (1) year terms, respectively, to 
effectuate a system of staggered terms; 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council had previously appointed Carmen Criscione to the 
Passaic Valley Flood Control Board for a term expiring June 30, 2011; and 
 
WHEREAS, Carmen Criscione has indicated to Mayor Lepore that he is unable to 
complete his term of office; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough 
of Woodland Park hereby appoint Thomas Minnella to the Passaic Valley Regional Flood 
Control Board to complete the unexpired term of Carmen Criscione which is June 30, 
2011. 

E. Resolution R11-62, a resolution approving an increase in the 
Temporary Budget for a grand total of $7,026,641.00 and also 
approving an increase in the Water Utility Budget for a grand total of 
$676,886.00. 

 
WHEREAS, an emergent condition has arisen with respect to unexpected expenses and 
no adequate provision was made in the 2011 temporary budget for the aforesaid purpose,  
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and N.J.S. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of an emergency temporary appropriation  
for the purpose above mentioned; and 
 
WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2011 
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S. 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96, P.L. 1951 as amended) 
including this resolution total $7,026,641.00 Grand Total of Current Fund Budget 
Appropriations; and 
 
WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2011 
pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S. 40A:4-20 (Chapter 96, P.L. 1951 as amended) 
including this resolution total $676,886.00 Grand Total of Water Utility Budget 
Appropriations; 
 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, (not less than two-thirds of all the members 
therefore affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S. 40A:4-20. 
 
The following Temporary Emergency Appropriation is hereby made: 
 
BUDGET ACCOUNT  SALARY   O/E  
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION  $       45,000.00   $                900.00  
MAYOR & COUNCIL  $       12,000.00   $                      -    
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION  $         7,000.00   $                      -    
COLLECTION OF TAXES  $         2,000.00   $                      -    
TAX ASSESSMENT  $                  -     $             3,200.00  
LEGAL SERVICES  $         1,250.00   $             9,000.00  
ENGINEERING SERVICES   $                  -     $             1,500.00  
PLANNING BOARD  $         2,100.00   $                      -    
UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE  $       22,000.00   $                      -    
PLUMBING INSPECTOR  $         2,000.00   $                      -    
HOUSING INSPECTOR   $         1,500.00   $                      -    
FIRE PROTECTION OFFICIAL  $         1,000.00   $                      -    
INSURANCE-OTHER PREMIUMS  $                  -     $         110,000.00  
GROUP INSURANCE  $                  -     $         350,000.00  
POLICE DEPARTMENT  $     409,900.00   $           14,000.00  
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MGMT  $         1,500.00   $                      -    
FIRE DEPARTMENT  $                  -     $           15,000.00  
UNIFORM FIRE SAFETY  $         1,900.00   $                      -    
LIFE HAZARD USE FEE  $         8,000.00   $                      -    
FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS  $           750.00   $                      -    
MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR  $         2,500.00   $                      -    
STREETS & ROADS  $     200,000.00   $           25,300.00  
SEWER SYSTEM  $       45,000.00   $             2,500.00  
SOLID WASTE COLLECTION   $           52,000.00  
RECYCLING PROGRAM   $               500.00  
BUILDING & GROUNDS  $         3,000.00   $             3,500.00  
VEHICLE MAINTENANCE  $       14,000.00   $             5,000.00  
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES  $         5,000.00   $                      -    
BOARD OF HEALTH CONTRACT   $           10,502.00  
ANIMAL CONTROL   $             2,500.00  
YOUTH & SENIOR CENTER  $         2,500.00   $               150.00  
RECREATION SERVICES  $         8,000.00   $             4,100.00  
MUNICIPAL LIBRARY   $           41,400.00  
ELECTRIC & GAS   $           35,000.00  
STREET LIGHTING   $           31,000.00  
TELEPHONE   $             5,000.00  
FIRE HYDRANT SERVICES   $             4,000.00  
PASSAIC VALLEY SEWERAGE   $         210,000.00  
GASOLINE & MOTOR FUEL   $           13,000.00  
SOCIAL SECURITY   $           40,000.00  
POLICE & FIRE RETIREMENT   $         370,321.00  
MUNICIPAL COURT  $       17,500.00   $             2,500.00  
PUBLIC DEFENDER  $         1,250.00   
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TOTAL INCREASE OF OPER BUDGET  $816,650.00  $1,361,873.00   $2,178,523.00           
    
CURRENT BUDGET STATUS    $4,848,118.00 
NEW TEMPORARY BUDGET TOTAL    $7,026,641.00             
    
WATER  UTILITY EMERGENCY TEMPORARY RESOLUTION - 03/02/11  
    
WATER UTILITY  $  34,000.00  $   109,000.00   $143,000.00                
    
CURRENT WATER BUDGET STATUS       $  533,886.00  
    
NEW WATER UTILITY BUDGET TOTAL    $  676,886.00  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two certified copies of this resolution be filed with 
the Director of Local Government Services. 
 

F. Resolution 11-63, a resolution approving the return of escrow funds in 
the amount of $210.76 to Luzia Partezani, 9 Willow Way, Woodland 
Park New Jersey. 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodland Park, County of 
Passaic, State of New Jersey are in receipt of a request from Luzia Partezani, 9 Willow 
Way, Woodland Park, New Jersey for a refund of the balance of her escrow account 
associated with the Board of Adjustment application; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are in receipt of a recommendation from Felix 
Esposito, Code Enforcement Officer to return said escrow to Ms. Partezani;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby direct 
the appropriate administration staff to refund the amount of $210.76 to Luzia Partezani, 9 
Willow Way, Woodland Park, New Jersey. 

 
G. Resolution R11-64, a resolution to approve the actions noted in the 

Consent Agenda, items B. through F., be and are hereby approved 
and the proper officers are directed to take necessary action on same. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodland 
Park that the actions noted in the Consent Agenda, items B. through F. be and are 
hereby approved and  the proper officers are directed to take necessary action on 
same. 
 
The Mayor pulled Resolution R11-58 from the Consent Agenda to be addressed as a 
separate matter. 
 
Upon Motion made by Councilman DiDomenico, and seconded by Councilwoman Gatti, 
the aforegoing Consent Agenda was unanimously adopted on roll call vote. 
 
Resolution R11-58, a resolution authorizing the Tax Collector of the Borough of 
Woodland Park to refund the amount of $2,492.06 to John A. Testa, Esq., as 
attorney for the property owner, Paolo Rodia, 93 Cedarhurst Avenue, Woodland 
Park, according to the new assessed value of his property as a result of a successful 
tax appeal and to adjust the books and records accordingly. 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Woodland Park, County of 
Passaic and State of New Jersey have been informed by the Tax Collector of the Borough 
of Woodland Park that Paolo Rodia, 93 Cedarhurst Avenue, Woodland Park, Block 76, 
Lot 31.01, was successful in his tax appeal for the year 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, Paolo Rodia’s assessed taxes have been adjusted by the County; and  
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WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Woodland Park has requested that a 
tax refund be made to John A. Testa, Esq., as attorney for Paolo Rodia, in the amount of 
$2,492.06; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector of the Borough of 
Woodland Park, be and is hereby authorized to refund the amount of $2,492.06 to John 
A. Testa, Esq., as attorney for Paolo Rodia, according to the new assessed value of his 
property; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector of the Borough of Woodland 
Park, adjust the books and records accordingly. 
Upon Motion made by Councilman DiDomenico, seconded by Councilwoman Gatti, and 
unanimously voted upon, the aforegoing resolution was tabled until a later date. 
 
COLLECTOR/TREASURER REPORT: 
 
CFO, Frederick J. Tompkins recommends authorization for payment: 
 
Upon Motion made by Councilwoman Pascrell, seconded by Councilwoman Gatti, and 
unanimously passed on roll call vote, the Council confirmed the payment of the 03/15/11 
and 03/30/11 regular and miscellaneous payrolls estimated at $190,000.00 each. 
 
Upon Motion made by Councilman DiDomenico, seconded by Councilwoman Gatti and 
unanimously passed on roll call vote, the Council confirmed the payment of bills from 
voucher list of 02/25/11 totaling $221,100.82. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 

1. Police Report for January, 2011. 
2. Library Report year 2010 and January 24, 2011. 
3. Library Board Agenda. 
4. Bd. of Adjustment Report of Approvals & Denials – 2010. 
5. Finance Department - Summary Budget Status Report for February 25, 

2011. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, upon Motion by Councilman 
DiDomenico, seconded by Council President Spinelli and unanimously passed on roll call 
vote, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Kevin V. Galland 
      Municipal Clerk 
 
____________________________ 
Pat Lepore 
Mayor 


